
Alternative Placement in ED/Behavior Units 

 

Students should be served in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE).  For those students 

whose behaviors and/or emotions impede their learning and who have not responded to school 

behavior interventions, the Nebo School District Special Education Department has sponsored 

ED/Behavior units.  These units provide support for students with these challenges to receive 

educational services in a more restrictive environment for a period of time. The goal is to have 

the student return to the neighborhood school as soon as possible. The following procedures 

should be followed when teachers or administrators at a neighborhood school have a student who 

they feel needs a more restrictive environment than they can provide. These procedures must be 

completed before pursuing alternative placement with the parents: 

 

● At all times the student will remain the responsibility of the neighborhood school. The 

neighborhood school LEA, special education, and regular education teachers should 

attend IEP meetings when appropriate.  The neighborhood school psychologist should 

attend ALL IEP meetings. Please consider the ED/Behavior unit as an annex to your 

school. 

 

● Whenever school officials are considering a student for optional placement in an 

ED/Behavioral unit they should contact their district level specialist (DLS). The DLS will 

have the school team complete the “Student LRE Review Form.” Once the form is 

completed by the school team, the DLS will present the information to the district SPED 

staff to ensure that the district is prepared to provide the resources that the team wishes to 

offer as an option as well as to review LRE considerations. 

 

● At SPED staff meeting the DLS must be prepared to show data on the student’s 

behavior.  This behavior must have been exhibited over a significant period of time, to a 

marked degree and adversely affect the student’s educational performance. Also, the 

school team should be prepared to show what interventions have been tried.  A 

Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) must be completed, and a Behavior 

Intervention/Improvement Plan (BIP) must be implemented, before an alternative 

placement is considered. It is expected that if an intervention did not improve the 

behavior, that alternative interventions were tried and documented.  The interventions 

should be creative and in the best interest of the student, not standard interventions which 

are only to satisfy procedure.   

 

● If the student’s possible change of placement is approved at district staff meeting the 

neighborhood school SPED team will call an IEP meeting and invite the appropriate 

personnel from the approved unit to attend.   It is important to remember that the IEP 

team decides if the unit placement is appropriate for the student.  Having a student 

name approved during SPED staffing does not mean the placement has been decided.  It 

only means that IDEA procedures have been met and the resources to provide this 

placement have been approved. 

 

● The only exception to these procedures would be if a student moved into the district and 

has a current IEP that states he is coming from a self-contained ED/Behavior unit.  In that 



case, the student would be placed in one of our units for 45 days.  At the end of the 45 

days the neighborhood school must attend an IEP to discuss placement options.  

 

Placement from a Behavioral Unit Back into Mainstream 

 

● During the time the student is in the ED/Behavior unit the unit teacher will track the 

target behaviors that are outlined in the Individual Education Plan (IEP) and the Behavior 

Intervention/Improvement Plan (BIP).  When the student has been successful on target 

behaviors while in the unit, the unit teacher will meet with the principal of that school to 

schedule a meeting with the regular education personnel to discuss mainstream 

possibilities.  

 

● At this meeting, arrangements will be made to gradually mainstream the student back into 

regular classes.   It will be determined at this meeting how much time in the regular 

classroom would be appropriate and the amount of support the classroom teacher will 

need from the unit teacher.  (tech. time etc.)   

 

● While the student is in this transition period, data will be kept by staff and reviewed 

regularly.  After a reasonable amount of time making progress on or meeting the goals on 

the IEP and BIP, the school team will contact the DLS and complete the  “Student LRE 

Review Form.”  Once the form is completed the DLS will present the data at SPED 

staffing.  If approved in SPED staff meeting, the Director of Special Education will notify 

the principal of the neighborhood school that the student may require a less restrictive 

environment. 

 

● Once the principal has been notified by the Director of Special Education, the unit 

teacher will schedule a meeting with the complete IEP team from the neighborhood 

school. 

 

● If and when the decision is made for the student to return to the neighborhood school, a 

technician who is familiar with the student may be available to help in the transition 

process. 

 


